
ST. ALEXANDER SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL MINUTES 

November 29, 2016 

 

 Call to Order: 

President Montell called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. in the School, 7025 West 126
th

 Street, 

Palos Heights, Illinois.  Present were School Advisory Council (SAC) Members: Maria 

Anderzunas, Dave Devine,  Meghan Dougherty, Dan Nicholson, and Carol Reckwerdt. Also 

present were Father Michniewicz, Assistant Principal Mary Dombrowski, and Parish Finance 

Director Paula Somers. 

 

Opening Prayer: Father Michniewicz lead the opening prayer. 

 

Minutes: The minutes were approved by a motion from Member Anderzunas, seconded by Mrs. 

Somers. 

  

Principal’s Report: Principal Cathy Biel was absent, so there was no Principal’s Report. 

 

Grand Raffle: Member Dougherty updated the Council. The envelopes are ready to be 

distributed to parishioners. School families received their raffle tickets at Parent-Teacher 

conferences. There was discussion about the importance of this fundraiser, given that it’s the 

only one dedicated to providing financial resources to St. Alexander School directly. SAC 

members discussed the idea of sending out a letter to School families underscoring the 

importance of this fundraiser in helping keep tuition costs to a minimum, as well as utilizing 

social media to solicit participation in raffle ticket sales and encourage raffle party attendance.   

 

SAVE/Tech Dept: Member Nicholson lead a discussion about the importance of the SAVE (St. 

Alexander Venture for Education) program and how St. Alexander School could increase 

awareness and participation. A few ideas discussed included linking bulletin advertisements for 

SAVE to events like Christmas shopping, graduation parties, and care packages for college 

students. There was also discussion about the importance of highlighting the Applied 

Technology Lab at St. Alexander School, particularly on social media and for recruiting new 

school families. Another idea that was discussed was to feature a profile on how Mr. Thiese, the 

new computer/technology teacher, is using the Applied Technology Lab. Member Nicholson 

asked if the Applied Technology Lab was being utilized at its maximum level, and if not, could 

students from grades younger than 7
th

/8
th

 grade use it. Assistant Principal Dombrowski stated 

that the Lab was indeed being used to its limit for 7
th

/8
th

 graders, adding that Mr. Thiese has 

actually added time in the Lab for students now that the new modules were installed. Further, 

Assistant Principal Dombrowski, added, younger grades might not benefit from using it, as the 

curriculum for the Lab is actually designed for high school students, and therefore requires the 

more advanced understanding of science and math that 7
th

/8
th

 graders possess. Assistant Principal 

Dombrowski also mentioned that she and Principal Biel were looking into a pilot program using 

individual tablets (e.g., Google Chromebooks or iPads) to enhance student enrichment and 

development. The group discussed the advantages and liabilities of such a program. For example, 

though a nearby Catholic grammar school is using individualized Chromebooks and Google 

Classroom, it is not clear whether such a program is actually increasing student performance, or 

whether it is just a passing fad driven by our society’s appetite for the newest technology. There 

was consensus that such ambiguity should be eliminated before going forward, given the 

additional costs of such a program for school families and the training that would be required for 

teachers.      



 

Future Students: Member Reckwerdt lead a discussion about the importance of growing St. 

Alexander School via targeted marketing to newlyweds and families who baptize their children 

at St. Alexander. The group agreed and further discussed the idea of including information about 

Family School Association-sponsored events, a welcoming letter from the School Advisory 

Council, and information about the SAVE program in the ‘welcome packs’ sent out to new 

parisihioners.  

 

Pastor’s Report: Father Michniewicz reported that, as of November 29
th

, 2016, St. Alexander 

Parish had achieved 85% of its To Teach Who Christ Is appeal campaign. He reiterated the 

importance of the program for the needs of the Parish, the School, and the worship space; 

particularly if the goal is surpassed, because 100% of money raised beyond the target goes 

directly to St. Alexander Parish.  

 

Comments from visitors: One visitor stated that social media postings for St. Alexander School 

should include links to particular websites, as well as target posting times to high-traffic periods 

of the day. From a Facebook perspective, this visitor said, we should work to group pageviewers 

into modules or hubs (e.g., alumni, religious education families, prospective School families) to 

enable directed messaging of relevant information to these groups. Moreover, the visitor 

continued, the School should determine if the cost of ‘boosting’ Facebook posts is worthwhile, 

and added that sharing a page on Facebook tends to reach more people than simply clicking on 

the ‘Like’ button. Another visitor suggested that St. Alexander School students be more involved 

with Parish functions. Such outreach, the visitor suggested, is a good way to make and/or 

strengthen the connections between St. Alexander Parishioners and the School and its students. 

Another visitor suggested that we highlight the exciting classroom experiences that permeate the 

school day at St. Alexander School, which might require some foresight and organizing to make 

sure such neat events are captured with pictures. Another visitor requested that Principal Biel and 

Assistant Principal Dombrowski remind teachers that there is a sizeable group of parents that are 

very willing to help make teachers’ jobs easier in any way they can during the school day.  

 

Father Michniewicz ended the meeting with a Closing Prayer.  

 

Adjournment: 

President Montell moved and Council Member Devine seconded a motion to adjourn. On a voice 

vote, the motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 pm. 

 

The next Council Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 24, 2017 at 7:00pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dan Nicholson 


