
ST. ALEXANDER SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL MINUTES 

October 27, 2016 

 

 Call to Order: 

President Montell called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. in the School, 7025 West 126
th

 Street, 

Palos Heights, Illinois.  Present were School Advisory Council (SAC) Members: Maria 

Anderzunas, Dave Devine,  Meghan Dougherty, Dan Nicholson, and Carol Reckwerdt. Also 

present were Principal Cathy Biel, Assistant Principal Mary Dombrowski, and Parish Finance 

Director Paula Somers. 

 

Opening Prayer: In Father Michniewicz’s absence, Mrs. Biel opened the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Minutes: The previous SAC meeting was an executive session, so there were no minutes to 

approve. 

  

Principal’s Report: Principal Cathy Biel presented her written Report and noted that (1) Palos 

Heights Police Officer Apostal was scheduled to meet 5
th

-8
th

 grade students regarding Social 

Media Safety, which parents are welcomed to attend. (2) The Family School Association is 

discussing the idea of offering Hot Dog Day once a month. (3) The Blue Ribbon Schools 

program is giving priority to schools awarded prior to 2003. St. Alexander School received Blue 

Ribbon status in 2005, and has continued this same exceptional level of academics for 11 years 

running. Unfortunately, there is no award for such an achievement, but it is important for parents 

to know that St. Alexander School continues to be at or above the level required for Blue Ribbon 

status. (4) First trimester report cards will be distributed on November 11
th

. Mrs. Biel will meet 

individually with each 6
th

-8
th

 grader to discuss their report cards. Parent-Teacher conferences 

will take place on Tuesday November 22 and Wednesday November 23. (5) Student Council will 

honor veterans on Friday, November 11, including an all school mass and reception. (6) The 

School Counselor, Auriana Brown, is meeting with each class to introduce herself, as well as 

encourage students to choose kindness. (7) In November, students will be presented with the 

LURES curriculum, a personal safety program endorsed by the Office of Catholic Schools. 

 

Grand Raffle: Member Dougherty updated the Council. The date is set for Saturday, February 

25
th

. This year’s celebration will be Irish-themed. The committee currently needs help with ticket 

distribution, envelope-stuffing, and set-up/clean-up.  

 

Pastor’s Report: Father Michniewicz was not in attendance, so there was no Pastor’s Report. 

 

Curriculum update: Member Nicholson led a discussion about whether the Office of Catholic 

Schools is able to determine whether their shift toward more Common Core methods was 

making a difference. For example, while many teachers have favorable opinions of many aspects 

of Common Core, there do not seem to be any objective measures being taken to compare 

student performance before and after exposure to Common Core. Indeed, Member Nicholson 

noted, St. Alexander School students continue to perform at or above Blue Ribbon score levels, 

so it is hard to discern a contribution from Common Core. Mrs. Biel and Mrs. Dombrowski said 

that though there are many elements to the Common Core Curriculum, curriculum flexibility at 

St. Alexander School allows faculty/staff to incorporate only those elements that are deemed 

positive and beneficial over other options. There was also a discussion about how the upcoming 

Presidential election would impact St. Alexander School students, as new Administrations often 

make changes to educational regulations. Mrs. Biel assured the Council that St. Alexander 



School faculty/staff take advantage of curriculum flexibility, and that the Office of Catholic 

Schools itself has guidelines that encourage curricula that go beyond Common Core, not strictly 

follow it.  

 

Athletics: Member Nicholson reiterated the importance of coaches, parents, and students at 

sporting events behaving in a way that represents St. Alexander School appropriately.    

 

Comments from Visitors: A visitor suggested that communication regarding SAC meeting 

times and changes be more centralized, perhaps through mass school-wide communications like 

texting or e-mail. Another member pointed out that Mrs. Ceebin should be lauded and celebrated 

for the success of her pilot program involving the “flipped classroom” instructional strategy for 

math. A visitor commented on the importance of classroom management skills at all grade 

levels. Mrs. Biel assured everyone that teachers and staff do receive appropriate/professional 

training in this subject.    

 

Principal Biel ended the meeting with a Closing Prayer.  

 

Adjournment: 

President Montell moved and Council Member Devine seconded a motion to adjourn. On a voice 

vote, the motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 pm. 

 

The next Council Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 29
th

, 2016 at 7:00pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dan Nicholson 


